Natural commodities of honeybees have various ingredients within them, which contribute to their incredible properties. These products have been used in traditional medicine since ancient times, due to its biologically active nature in preventing infections, wound healing and in promoting health. This nature is credited to their antibacterial, antioxidant, immunomodulating, anti-inflammatory and wound healing property. As natural remedies are showing promising results in management of oral diseases in the modern era, this paper attempts to highlight the properties of various products of honeybees and clinical applications in dentistry.
INTRODUCTION
In folk medicine, natural products have been used for several years. Amid these natural products the importance of honey as a therapeutic agent has been well documented in the world's oldest literature. 1 The medicinal use of commodities obtained from honeybees is known as Apitherapy.
According to Dr Stefan Stangaciu, 'apitherapy' or 'bee therapy' (from the Latin word 'apis' which means bee) is defined as, 'the art and science of treatment and holistic healing through the honey bee and her products for the benefit of mankind and all the animal kingdom. Even though honey has numerous s a n c t i f i e d p r o p e r t i e s , m e d i c i n a l importance of honey can be ascribed to the fact that, it promotes wound healing by maintaining moist environment, offers antibacterial activity and provide protective barrier to prevent infection.
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T h e a n t i b a c t e r i a l p r o p e r t y o f honey was first recognized by Van Ketel
( 1 8 9 2 ) . T h e m i n i m u m i n h i b i t o r y concentration was found to range from 1.8% to 10. 8% (v/v). 12 White et al. .
Periodontal therapy:
The harm caused by persisting state of inflammation in periodontal disease can be stopped by restraining the pathogenic organisms.
Honey has been reported to have an inhibitory effect on approximately 60 species of bacteria including aerobes and anaerobes, gram-positives and gramnegative microorganisms. 5 As honey c o n t a i n s a s i g n i f i c a n t l e v e l o f a n t i o x i d a n t s , t h e y p r o t e c t t h e periodontal tissues from the free radicals formed during inflammatory process. found to occlude the dentinal tubules, thus reducing dentin permeability which could be reason for its success. 
